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I’m Jill, a luxury travel advisor living in the Roaring
Fork Valley in Colorado. It’s a pleasure to meet you! 

My heart and passion moved me to Colorado over
twenty years ago from New Jersey. My career has
spanned the travel industry through hotels, ski
resorts, tour operator sales and now to business
owner and travel advisor. 

I’m so excited to share this Aspen travel guide with
you! I love exploring and sharing my favorite places,
meals, hotels and tips - I hope you enjoy it!

Please let me know how else I can help you plan
your trip to the mountains. I’d love to hear from you! 

Thank you for picking up my travel guide to Aspen! I’m so excited you’re here and hope you find
this guide truly useful in your travel planning to the beautiful mountains. 

If you're planning a trip to Aspen, Colorado, I've got the inside scoop for you as a local travel
advisor who lives and breathes mountain towns. 

This travel guide isn't just your run-of-the-mill travel advice; it's like having your best friend show
you around their hometown. 

I’ll help you know when to go, where to stay, and places not-to-miss. 

My hope is that with my personalized recommendations, your Aspen experience will be next level
awesome. So, if you're ready for an unforgettable journey through the stunning scenery and
vibrant culture of Aspen Snowmass, my guide is your ticket to the ultimate adventure!

@jillbethttravels @jillbethtravel Jill Beth Travel @jillcanning

https://www.instagram.com/jillbethtravels/
https://www.tiktok.com/@jillbethtravel
https://www.facebook.com/jillbethtravel
https://www.youtube.com/@jillcanning


Aspen Snowmass is a world-class ski destination in western Colorado. 

Four incredible ski and snowboard mountains, all in one area, offering some of the best skiing
you'll find anywhere. All four ski resorts are on one lift ticket, making it easy to visit all four
resorts during your mountain vacation. 

But it's not just about the snow! Aspen Snowmass is a year-round destination bursting with
outdoor activities and cultural delights. In the winter, you've got endless ski runs and energetic
apres-ski scenes. 

When the snow melts, the fun continues with hiking, biking, fishing, and so much more. Plus,
Aspen itself is a charming, historic town filled with top-notch restaurants, boutiques, and
galleries. The town oozes with charm! 

Let's not forget about the legendary events like the X Games in January, the Food & Wine
Classic in June and the Aspen Music Festival in July. Whether you're a thrill-seeker, a nature
lover, or a culture buff, Aspen Snowmass has something for everyone – it's basically paradise in
the mountains!



How to Get There
Getting to Aspen, Colorado 

Aspen is about 200 miles southwest of Denver, Colorado.

If you're flying in, the closest airport is Aspen Pitkin County Airport (ASE), which is just a short,
four-mile drive from downtown Aspen. Flights to Aspen come in from 10 cities around the US
on United and American Airlines. 

Alternatively, some travelers opt to fly into Vail Eagle County Airport (EGE), approximately
70 miles from downtown Aspen.  

You can also fly into Denver International Airport (DEN) and then catch a connecting flight
to Aspen or drive from Denver to Aspen. The drive from Denver to Aspen takes about 3.5 to 4
hours when the roads are dry. During the winter, the drive can be very unpredictable with the
weather. 

@jillbethttravels @jillbethtravel Jill Beth Travel @jillcanning

https://www.instagram.com/jillbethtravels/
https://www.tiktok.com/@jillbethtravel
https://www.facebook.com/jillbethtravel
https://www.youtube.com/@jillcanning


As a local in Aspen and a luxury travel advisor, here are my top favorites hotels, 
recommendations and why I love them.  

One of the things that sets this iconic destination apart is its diverse array of lodging
accommodations, each offering a unique blend of luxury, comfort, and charm. From upscale
hotels boasting lavish amenities and service to cozy mountain lodges exuding rustic charm,
and spacious condominiums. Aspen Snowmass offers something for every traveler's taste and
preference. 

Whether you seek the opulence of a five-star hotel, the intimacy of a boutique inn, or the
convenience of a ski-in/ski-out condo, Aspen Snowmass promises an unforgettable retreat
that will leave you enchanted and longing to return - it’s so special! 

The Little Nell: This luxury hotel sits at 
the base of Aspen Mountain, offering
 ski-in/ski-out access and breathtaking
 mountain views. With top-notch amenities,
 including a renowned restaurant called
 Element 47, personalized service, and a
 brand new spa, The Little Nell ensures an
 unforgettable stay.

Residences at The Little Nell:  
The Residences at The Little Nell are
 stunning, luxurious, spacious
 accommodations located directly on
 Aspen mountain. These are absolutely
 one of the very best locations with
 unmatched amenities and services. As a guest, you enjoy full access to The Little Nell
amenities, ski concierge, AspenX ski rentals and world-class dining. 

The Little Nell hotel and Residences are the creme de la creme in Aspen. If I am asked which
hotel property has the best location and top service levels, this is it! The Little Nell is the only
five-star, five diamond hotel in Aspen. 

Read Best Places to Stay in Aspen Snowmass, on my blog, The Mountain Travelist.  

Where to Stay

https://www.thelittlenell.com/
https://www.thelittlenell.com/
https://www.thelittlenell.com/residences?NCK=8553182042&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAopuvBhBCEiwAm8jaMTtQXZuUAeopXIOlEJd-3wdE5z-bKqQuOcrJqZ0txH8JJvB6TrMvGxoChvAQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.themountaintravelist.com/best-places-to-stay-in-aspen-colorado/


Where to Stay, continued.. 

St. Regis Aspen Resort
315 E Dean St, Aspen

As a beacon of luxury, the St. Regis Aspen Resort offers refined accommodations and
world-class service. Situated at the base of Aspen Mountain, it features opulent rooms, a
signature restaurant, a lavish spa, and impeccable amenities. Butler service and intentional
luxury provisions.

The W Aspen
550 S Spring St, Aspen

The W Aspen is a modern, sophisticated hotel located just a few steps from the base of
Aspen Mountain. The W Aspen has a playful design and comfortable approach to luxury and
personalized service. Unbeatable mountain views from the WET Deck, the elevated bar at
the W Aspen. Walkable to town, where you’ll find dining, shopping and art galleries of
Aspen. 

Hotel Jerome
330 East Main St, Aspen

A historic gem in downtown Aspen, Hotel Jerome combines old-world charm with modern
luxury. Its elegantly appointed rooms, fine dining options, and cozy bar create an
atmosphere of refinement and relaxation. The guestrooms and suites are stunning and
understated luxury - beautifully designed with unique touches. 

Limelight Hotel Aspen
355 East Monarch St, Aspen

Nestled in the heart of Aspen, the Limelight Hotel boasts contemporary mountain-style
accommodations and a laid-back vibe. Guests can enjoy complimentary breakfast, an
outdoor pool, hot tubs, and easy access to downtown attractions. Just walk out the door and
you’re in downtown Aspen! 

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/asexr-the-st-regis-aspen-resort/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/asewh-w-aspen/overview/?gclid=CjwKCAiAopuvBhBCEiwAm8jaMemPqXNTAVgO-JmdzVXcyLv8DH_VxHBTqJ_NvCm-xBwMt2NKHN-0sRoCkZEQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds&cid=PAI_GLB0004YXD_GLE000BIM5_GLF000OETA
https://aubergeresorts.com/hoteljerome/
https://www.limelighthotels.com/aspen


 The Gant
610 S W End St, Aspen 

The Gant is one of my favorite properties in Aspen! You’ll find one to four bedroom
condominiums designed with full kitchens, living and dining rooms, wood-burning fireplaces,
and patios or balconies. This property has complimentary transportation all around town and
airport transfers. Two heated pools, three hot tubs, tennis and pickleball courts in the
summertime. It’s like home away from home! 

The Crestwood
400 Wood Rd, Snowmass Village

The Crestwood condominiums are located in Snowmass just a short walk to Snowmass Base
Village. You’ll find one to four bedroom condos here with living rooms and full kitchens. Ski
directly down from The Crestwood to the Village Express lift and Elk Camp gondola and
directly back into The Crestwood after the ski day! This is an exception location in
Snowmass. 

                                               
Aspen Square Condominiums
617 E Cooper Ave, Aspen

This property is in downtown Aspen, just a short walk to the Silver Queen gondola. Aspen
Square’s condominiums are studios to four bedroom accommodations. Each of these
condominiums have kitchens, wood-burning fireplaces, living areas and private balconies.
They have a front desk, concierge, bell staff and daily housekeeping. Amenities include an
outdoor heated pool and two hot tubs, and fitness center. Just a short walk to the Aspen
Silver Queen gondola! 

Limelight Snowmass 
65 Wood Rd, Snowmass Village

Limelight Snowmass has a prime location at the base of Snowmass Mountain, right next to
the Elk Camp gondola and is ski-in/ski-out. The guestrooms and residences are beautifully
simple with a modern design and the amenities are plentiful. Outdoor hot tubs, a plaza ice
rink, friendly staff and a delicious restaurant with fabulous Apres-ski menu! 

Where to Stay, continued.. 

https://www.gantaspen.com/
https://www.thecrestwood.com/
https://www.aspensquarehotel.com/
https://www.limelighthotels.com/snowmass


Aspen Meadows Resort
845 Meadows Rd, Aspen

Aspen Meadows is an all-suite resort located in the West End of town. Aspen Meadows is
beautifully landscaped on spacious grounds, offering guests a private and remote stay in Aspen.
Known for its nature-inspired Bauhaus design, you’ll be delighted by the thoughtful touches
throughout this resort.

Viceroy Snowmass
130 Wood Rd, Snowmass Village

Just a short drive from Aspen in Snowmass Village, the Viceroy Snowmass provides ski-in/ski-out
access and spacious luxury residences with mountain views. Its sleek design, upscale dining options,
luxurious spa, and year-round outdoor pool ensure a memorable stay. 
The Viceroy Snowmass is my favorite luxury hotel in Snowmass. It’s gorgeous and has a very
welcoming and approachable vibe. Plus, a new, freshly designed lobby bar! 

The Viewline Snowmass
100 Elbert Lane, Snowmass Village

Ideal for families and outdoor enthusiasts, The Viewline Snowmass Resort offers comfortable rooms
and suites with modern amenities. With ski-in/ski-out access, multiple dining options, a fitness
center, and panoramic mountain views from its outdoor hot tub, guests can enjoy a relaxing
mountain retreat. The Viewline Snowmass’ location is it’s best feature. Located directly on the
mountain with the best ski (and hike) access around! 

https://www.aspenmeadows.com/
https://www.viceroyhotelsandresorts.com/snowmass
https://www.viewlineresortsnowmass.com/


 Winter Season

The ski season in Aspen Snowmass begins on Thanksgiving (or thereabouts depending on
snowfall) and ends around April 15th (also, depending on snow conditions) Early season
typically has unpredictable conditions as the weather is just starting to get cold. 

During the Festive season (Christmas, Hanukkah, and New Year’s) the snow can still be
unpredictable. Lift ticket prices and hotel nightly rates are highest at this time due to the
holidays.

Mid-January until the end of March has great snow in an average ski season. 
Rates and availability will be highest during “holiday” times such as Festive, Martin Luther
King weekend in mid-January, President’s week in mid-February, and Spring Break in March. 

Value-dates are: early January after New Year’s and April 1st through the closing. 

Summer Season

The summer season in Aspen Snowmass begins Memorial Day weekend and goes until Labor
Day weekend. Typically, the first weekend in June is when restaurants re-open if they closed
for the off-season. 

*check with your favorite restaurants if you’re traveling to Aspen Snowmass at end of May or
end of August to make sure they’re open since these are “shoulder seasons”. 

When to Go 



When to Go, continued... 
Spring Season

Spring in Aspen Snowmass is still ski season in April until about mid-month. The temperatures will rise,
snow will become softer and it’s a fun time to be in town! There is a fun energy around Aspen,
outdoor music, outdoor dining and longer days. By the end of April, the ski resorts are closed and it is
considered “mud season”. This is when the snow is melting and the ground is starting to soften up. 

Restaurants will either close mid-month or have limited hours and run some “locals specials”.

April and May are not the most recommended time to be in Aspen Snowmass as the seasons are
changing, the weather is unpredictable, and some of the shops, restaurants, and attractions close.
(Not all of them close, but many do) 

summer in Aspen, CO



When to Go, continued 

 Fall Season

The fall season in Aspen Snowmass unofficially begins Labor Day weekend and ends
towards the end of December. The aspen trees turn golden yellow and the temperatures
start to drop. Many locals will tell you this is their favorite time of year! The beauty is
abundant and the crowds are minimal - making it for a perfect time to be in the mountains. 

Pro Tip:  The second and third week in Sept are typically the very best for viewing the
golden Aspen leaves! 

fall in Aspen, CO



Presenting my curated collection of exceptional dining in Aspen
Snowmass! There are so many great restaurants in Aspen Snowmass.
These are my top favorites in town! This is where I bring my friends and
family when they visit. 

Pro Tip:  Make reservations for these fine dining restaurants, especially during
holidays and busy times in the ski season. 

Fine Dining

Looking for dinner to celebrate a special occasion? These are my top local’s picks for fine
dining in Aspen Snowmass. These restaurants have top chefs, stellar reputations and
delectable dishes. Reservations are recommended! These are the places we go for birthdays
and all of our favorite holidays. 

Matsuhisa Aspen
Sushi
303 East Main Street, Aspen 

French Alpine Bistro 
Fondue 
400 East Hopkins Ave, Aspen 

Where to Eat

French Alpine Bistro

https://www.matsuhisarestaurants.com/aspen/
https://www.frenchalpinebistro.com/


Parc Aspen 
Elevated Contemporary American 
620 Hyman Ave, Aspen

Element 47 (inside The Little Nell hotel) 
Upscale Contemporary
675 East Durant Ave, Aspen 

Bosc Aspen
*recently earned 1 Michelin star! 
312 South Mill St, Aspen 

Il Poggio 
Italian Cuisine
57 Elbert Lane, Snowmass Village

 

Casual Eats

White House Tavern 
303 East Hopkins Ave, Aspen 

Meat & Cheese
301 East Hopkins Ave, Aspen 

Big Wrap  (my fave!) 
520 E Durant Ave #101

Grateful Deli
233 E Main St, Aspen

 

Where to Eat, continued...

https://www.parcaspen.com/
https://www.thelittlenell.com/dine/element-47
https://www.bosqaspen.com/
https://ilpoggiorestaurant.com/
https://aspenwhitehouse.com/
https://www.meatandcheeseaspen.com/
https://www.eataspen.com/aspen/restaurants/1006/big-wrap
https://www.gratefuldelico.com/


Where to Eat, continued..
Breakfast

Bear Den Aspen (the best Avocado Toast)
301 East Main Street, Aspen 

Jour de Fete (They have my favorite vegan breakfast burrito!) 
710 E Durant St, Aspen

Poppycock’s (Nothing fancy. Poppycock’s is a very simple breakfast joint but very good) 
665 E Cooper Ave, Aspen

Fancy Breakfast: Element 47 (Brioche French Toast and Lemon Souffle Pancakes!)

Coffee

Unravel Coffee + Bar
315 E Hyman Ave, Aspen

Gorsuch Cafe
555 E Durant Ave
 
Jour De Fete
710 E Durant St, Aspen

Felix (inside hotel Jerome) 
103 S Mill St Suite 105, Aspen

My coffee shop local’s tips

Unravel Coffee + Bar is the newest shop in Aspen and it has received wonderful
reviews! Cozy space, tables to work, delicious food. Felix, inside the Hotel Jerome,
also has a trendy fun vibe and is a cozy place to hang out. Gorsuch has a great
location if you want to stay near the gondola and base area. And Jour de Fete is my
favorite for coffee and a meal, as I love their food menu. They’re also great for
summer and outdoor seating! 

https://beardenaspen.com/
https://jourdefeteaspen.com/
http://www.poppycocksaspen.com/
https://www.thelittlenell.com/dine/element-47
https://unravel.coffee/pages/unravel-coffee-and-bar-aspen
https://www.gorsuchskicafe.com/
https://jourdefeteaspen.com/
https://aubergeresorts.com/hoteljerome/dine/felix-roasting-co/
https://aubergeresorts.com/hoteljerome/dine/felix-roasting-co/


Apres ski

The Snow Lodge (at the St Regis Aspen) 
315 E Dean St, Aspen

J Bar (inside the Hotel Jerome) 
330 E Main St, Aspen

Apres ski (French for “after skiing”) is known 
as a celebration after the ski day! Often 
by enjoying cocktails, beers, and snacks 
with friends while you’re still in your ski 
clothing. 

Bars and restaurants will have specials, 
small menus, and sometimes live music to
add to the celebration of Apres ski. It’s one 
my favorite parts of skiing! 

Ajax Tavern (adjacent to the Little Nell)
685 E Durant Ave, Aspen

Aspen Tap
121 S Galena St, Aspen

Ajax Tavern

More bars in Aspen can be found here at Best Bars in Aspen on The Mountain Travelist blog! 

https://www.thesnowlodge.com/
https://aubergeresorts.com/hoteljerome/dine/j-bar/
https://aubergeresorts.com/hoteljerome/dine/j-bar/
https://aspenbrewingco.com/
https://www.themountaintravelist.com/bars-in-aspen/


If you’re looking for vegan or vegetarian restaurants in Aspen Snowmass, I’ve got
 you covered. 

The places listed below have great selections on their menu for the veggie-forward
people in your group. 

Spring Cafe
119 S Spring St, Aspen 
Spring Cafe is hands-down the best cafe in town for vegan options! My favorites are the
Falafel Wrap, the Sultry Caesar Salad and the TLT, a vegan version of a BLT. 

Bear Den (has a few great vegan choices for lunch) 
301 E Hopkins Ave Unit #101, Aspen
My recommendation to try at Bear Den are the The Gloria sandwich, any of the salads, or
the Green Goddess Bowl for breakfast.

Ajax Tavern (has a few great options) 
685 E Durant Ave, Aspen
My favorite vegan/vegetarian dishes at Ajax Tavern are Cauliflower Gratin, Kale and Quinoa
Caesar Salad, Tavern Salad, and the Squash and Pear Salad. 

Vegan and Vegetarian

Spring Cafe

https://www.springcafeaspen.com/aspen/#lunch-dinner
https://beardenaspen.com/menus
https://www.thelittlenell.com/-/media/thelittlenell/menus/ajax-tavern/ajax-tavern-lunch-menu-020924.pdf


Jour De Fete 
710 E Durant St, Aspen 
Vegan burrito, Miso Sandwich, The Bruce sandwich, The Riviera sandwich, and the Mia
Sandwich plus many salad options. 

Mi Chola 
411 East Main St, Aspen
Try the Veggie Burrito, Fried Avocado Tacos, Salad, Harvest Bowl, Veggie Fajitias,
Portabello Wrap.

Not-to-miss Dining 

Vegan and Vegetarian, continued...

Pine Creek Cookhouse 
710 E Durant St, Aspen
 
Pine Creek Cookhouse is a very special
experience! Pine Creek Cookhouse is
 located at the base of the Elk Mountains
 just 13 miles from downtown Aspen.

 It’s a magical little mountain cabin 
restaurant serving locally sourced cuisine
 for an evening, or lunch to remember. 

Your transportation to Pine Creek 
Cookhouse can be cross-country skis
 snowshoes, or a horse-drawn sleigh
 in the evening! Making it a special 
experience and fun mountain-style night
 for everyone.

Alternative transportation is available to reserve too, or you can drive your own vehicle.

Learn more about Pine Creek Cookhouse and reservations:  Pine Creek Cookhouse

Pine Creek Cookkhouse sleigh ride

https://jourdefeteaspen.com/menu/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57573e4807eaa0923dfe831b/t/65a0532467728b037a40a682/1705005863668/12-7-23_lunch.pdf
https://pinecreekcookhouse.com/
https://pinecreekcookhouse.com/


Skiing and Snowboarding
The best part about skiing and Snowboarding in Aspen Snowmass is that there are four ski
resorts on one lift ticket and each ski resort is very different from each other!

This makes it a perfect place to visit if you have skiers or snowboarders of different ages
and levels. Or, if you’re just learning and want the option to move up from one resort to
the next as your skills improve. 

Aspen Mountain 

Aspen Mountain is located directly in
 downtown Aspen beautifully situated
 to overlook the town of Aspen. 

Aspen Mountain is made up of all
 expert and intermediate trails. There
 aren’t any beginner runs on this
 mountain. (nor is it very big!) It’s 
recommended that beginner skiers and
 snowboarders start at Buttermilk or
 Snowmass Mountain.

 Aspen is perfect for the experienced
 skier who wants to challenge themselves
 to some advanced terrain. 

Aspen Highlands 

Aspen Highlands is also considered to be an extremely challenging ski resort in the Aspen
Snowmass collection of resorts. Comprised of intermediate blue runs, black and double
black diamond runs, Aspen Highlands is very challenging. Aspen Highlands is the “local’s”
resort of the group, very popular among skiers who call Aspen home. “Hiking the bowl” is
something you’ll want to add to your list of to-do’s if you’re an expert skier and skiing
Highlands. This entails hiking up to the Highlands Bowl and skiing down. 

@jillbethttravels @jillbethtravel Jill Beth Travel @jillcanning

https://www.instagram.com/jillbethtravels/
https://www.tiktok.com/@jillbethtravel
https://www.facebook.com/jillbethtravel
https://www.youtube.com/@jillcanning


Skiing and Snowboarding, continued.. 

Buttermilk Ski Area 

Buttermilk Ski Area is known as the beginner mountain in Aspen Snowmass. The trails at Buttermilk
are 35% green beginner, 39% blue and 25% black diamond. It’s an approachable, unintimidating
place for kids or adults to learn to ski or snowboard. Buttermilk isn’t a large ski resort, with only 470
skiable acres. 

Snowmass Mountain 

Snowmass Mountain is the largest ski resort of the four mountains at Aspen Snowmass. (by far!)
Snowmass has 3,339 skiable acres and is perfect for the intermediate skier. These ski runs are
family friendly, wide open and never crowded, making it a perfect ski resort to improve your skills.
Snowmass Mountain also has a few terrain parks to learn tricks!

IKON PASS 

The IKON Pass is a season pass that allow access to a wide selection of ski resorts! Included in the
IKON Pass are 7 days at Aspen Snowmass. This means, if you’re an full IKON Pass holder, you can
use your pass at any of the four Aspen Snowmass ski resorts for 7 days. 

https://www.ikonpass.com/


 
Aspen Snowmass is a great destination for those who aren’t skiing or snowboarding! There’s
plenty to do, whether you want to be active or less-active. Here are my recommendations for  
a fun-filled day off the slopes. 

Snowmobiling 

Snowmobiling through White River National Forest with T-Lazy-7 Ranch is an adventurous option for
anyone who wants to do something active and exciting off the slopes. All skill levels are welcome
and the tours are led by experienced, knowledgeable guides. They have a selection of tour options
including private tours for your group. 

Snowshoeing Tours 

A snowshoeing tour is the perfect way to get outdoors and get some exercise without taking a
chairlift! The Aspen Center for Environmental Studies (ACES) hosts snowshoeing tours daily at
the top of Aspen Mountain. Experience gorgeous views while learning about the surrounding
mountain ecology. 

Shopping Aspen Downtown 

Shopping is one of the most fun 
activities to do in Aspen, in my 
opinion! Whether you love luxury
fashions or thrift store shopping
is your thing, you’ll enjoy browsing
the unique boutique and eclectic
shops. 

Here is a great shopping guide
to Aspen Snowmass so you can get
familiar with the shopping options
around town! 

For the non-skiers 

https://www.tlazy7.com/
https://aspennature.org/activity/aspen-mountain-snowshoe-tour/
https://www.aspensnowmass.com/discover/experiences/guides/shopping-guide
https://www.aspensnowmass.com/discover/experiences/guides/shopping-guide


Summer in the mountains is a BEST KEPT SECRET in ski resorts! 

Many of us who call the mountains “home” say that we moved here for the winter and the
skiing but stayed for the summer. (I feel this way!) The days are longer and brighter, the
calendar is full of outdoor events and festivals, and the weather is close to perfect most of
the time. 

If outdoor dining is your thing, you’ll love the al fresco options all over town. From casual
pubs to fine dining restaurants, there are plenty of options to enjoy time with your friends
over a bottle of wine and a meal outside. 
 

Summer in Aspen Snowmass

Ride up the Gondolas
Both the Silver Queen gondola and Elk Camp gondola are open in the summer season for
rides up the mountain. The mountain views are beautiful as you make your way to the top of
either Aspen Mountain or Snowmass Mountain. 

Once you’re at the top you’ll have photo opportunities, hiking trails, and a place to have
lunch. Spend some time there and take in the fresh mountain air. 

Sightseeing Pass: The sightseeing pass to go up the gondola to the top is $35 per person.
Free for kids 6 years old and under. These can be purchased online or at the ticket window.
(subject to change) 

cocourtesy of Aspen Skiing Company



Summer in Aspen Snowmass, continued...
Hiking

Getting outside for either a short, easy hike or a long, all-day hiking excursion is a great way to
take full advantage of our 300+ days of Colorado sun! 

Here are my favorite places to go for a hike in Aspen Snowmass: 

Smuggler Mountain Trail 

Smuggler Mountain Trail is easy to get to in the town of Aspen and has stunning views from the
top! This trail is very popular so its best to start early. Round trip is approximately 3 miles and
relatively easy after a bit of a climb at the start. Take your time and enjoy the views! It’s a great
way to start the day.

Rim Trail

Located in the Snowmass Village area is another one of my favorites - the Rim Trail. This is a
moderate hike on a dirt trail with views of the Maroon Bells Wilderness and the Valley. The trail
winds its way down (or up, depending on what you choose) from the Snowmass Mall to the
Snowmass Recreation Center. 
 

https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/smuggler-mountain-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/rim-trail-south


Summer in Aspen Snowmass, continued...
.
Camping

Maroon Creek 

Camping in the Maroon Creek area is the most scenic and easy to get to in Aspen Snowmass.
Reservations are recommended here as they fill up quickly because of their access to the Maroon
Bells, a very beautiful and popular natural space. You can make your reservations here.

Difficult Campground, East of Aspen 

Difficult Campground sits approximately 5 miles southeast of Aspen, Colorado next to the Roaring
Fork River on the western slope of the Colorado Rockies. Campsites are located inside the forest
and are an ideal setting for a nice, gorgeous camping excursion just outside of Aspen! 

Biking along the Rio Grande Trail 

For a refreshing and relaxing way to 
explore Aspen, rent cruiser bikes! 

This is a fun way to see the town in a
 very low-key way. There are a couple 
of great spots to rent bikes in 
Aspen Snowmass: 

Aspen Bikes
430 S Spring St, Aspen

Aspen Bikes is a locally owned shop that is popular and highly recommended. They offer top notch
service and easy pick up and return of your bike rentals. They have e-bikes, road bikes and mountain
bikes to choose from. They also have paddle board rentals! 

Four Mountain Sports
Many locations 

Four Mountain Sports offers e-bikes, cruiser bikes, kid’s bikes, trailers and mountain bikes.  They offer
bike delivery of e-bikes and cruisers to your hotel or lodging so be sure to set that up prior to your
first day riding! 
 

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/231882
https://www.aspenbikes.com/
https://www.aspensnowmass.com/visit/activities/summer/biking/bike-rentals


 
Jeep Tours

Blazing Adventures 

Blazing Adventures is our “go-to” activity company in Aspen! They are highly recommended by locals
and past guests. You can choose from half day or full day Jeep Tours to experience high elevation
backcountry exploration.

Whitewater Rafting

Whitewater Rafting is one of the most popular summer activities in Aspen Snowmass! Blazing
Adventures has the most experienced guides in the area and they are permitted to guide rafting in
the Shoshone section of the Colorado River, Lower Roaring Fork section of the Roaring Fork River
and Browns Canyon section of the Arkansas River. Read more about Whitewater rafting and
Blazing Adventures here. 

Summer in Aspen Snowmass, continued...

whitewater rafting

https://www.blazingadventures.com/
https://www.blazingadventures.com/
https://www.blazingadventures.com/


Kids love to spend time outdoors and Aspen Snowmass has so many perfect activities for
them to enjoy, in any season!

Elk Camp Ullr Nights

Take the kids up the Elk Camp gondola in the evening for some mountain fun! Tubing, riding
the Breathtaker Alpine Coaster, drinking hot chocolate by the fire and making s’mores.

The Treehouse 

The Treehouse in Snowmass is an incredible 25,000 square foot facility for families to
experience. It’s been designed for kids of all ages and includes a climbing wall, special
nature-themed areas for learning, the Bear Den for preschoolers and more. It’s truly a
special experience that all kids love! It’s also where Snowmass Kids’ Ski & Snowboard
School check-in for their lessons. 

ACES
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies 

ACES is a local non-profit in the Roaring Fork Valley that provides ecological education,
kids’ programs, nature walks in the summer, snowshoe tours in the winter, and a full
calendar of highly engaging activities for kids. They combine learning and fun into their
experiences so there is knowledge gained on every occasion. 

For the kids

https://www.aspensnowmass.com/visit/activities/winter/ullr-nights
https://www.gosnowmass.com/things-to-do/parent-info/the-treehouse/
https://aspennature.org/


How to Book Your Trip to Aspen Snowmass
When you’re ready to book your trip to Aspen Snowmass 

during ANY season, here are my PRO tips: 

Jill Beth Travel
My travel agency specializes in luxury ski and mountain vacations. If you would
like to submit an inquiry for assistance with your trip, please fill out our form
here: Ski Vacation Inquiry Form

Do-it-Yourself
I’ve included links to the travel suppliers and hotels in this guide in case you’d like
to do your own research or have hotel affiliations. I’m still happy to answer any
questions you have, so please shoot me a note during your research and I’m
happy to guide you in the right direction!  
Email me: Jill@jillbethtravel.com or send me a DM on Instagram:

Ski & Mountain Vacation Tour Operators
Ski tour operators are mountain specialists with years of experience in the
industry. The booking agents are skiers themselves and have been to most
every resort they sell! They can craft a ski package that includes air, lift
tickets, lodging, lessons and transportation. 

My recommendations for the best service: 
Ski.com 
Alpine Adventures 

@jillbethtravels

The Mountain Travelist website 
This is my mountain travel blog and it’s loaded with free articles and travel planning
advice for Aspen Snowmass and other ski resorts!  Check it out here: 
The Mountain Travelist

https://www.jillbethtravel.com/ski-vacation-inquiry-form/
https://www.ski.com/
https://alpineadventures.net/
https://www.instagram.com/jillbethtravels/
https://www.themountaintravelist.com/


Aspen Snowmass!

THANK YOU!
for exploring my guide to:



@jillbethttravels @jillbethtravel Jill Beth Travel

STAY IN TOUCH!

Ajax Tavern, Aspen

@jillcanning jill@jillbethtravel.com

https://www.instagram.com/jillbethtravels/
https://www.tiktok.com/@jillbethtravel
https://www.facebook.com/jillbethtravel
https://www.youtube.com/@jillcanning

